PCR detection of specific Leishmania-DNA in patients with periodontal disease.
This study deals with the detection of Leishmania braziliensis DNA in gingival specimens from 10 individuals who all had suffered from cutaneous leishmaniasis 5-10 years prior to the examination and all had been treated with anti-leishmaniasis drugs. This preliminary study gives an interesting contribution to the oral microbiology of this disease, with the observation that inflamed periodontal tissues can serve as a factor affecting the dispersion of Leishmania parasites in individuals who had suffered from cutaneous leishmaniasis. These finding are corroborated by the results of polymerase chain reaction (PCR) which demonstrated the presence of Leishmania DNA in tissue samples of patients with periodontal diseases.